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Hanging, however, is the least sensational form of public
execution: it lacks those elements of blood and torture for
which the military and bureaucratic imagination lusts. So,
as they had room for only one man on the gallows, and
had to leave him hanging half an hour to make sure work
and give his family plenty of time to watch him swinging
(u slowly turning round and round on himself^* as the local
papers described it), thus having two hours to kill as well
as four men, they kept the entertainment going by flogging
eight men with fifty lashes each: eleven more than the
utmost permitted by the law of Moses in times which our
Army of Occupation no doubt considers barbarous. But
then Moses conceived his law as being what he called the
law of God, and not simply an instrument for the grati-
fication of his own cruelty and terror. It is unspeakably
reassuring to learn from the British official reports laid before
parliament that "due dignity was observed in carrying out
the executions," that " all possible humanity was shewn in
carrying them out," and that "the arrangements were ad-
mirable, and reflect great credit on all concerned." As this '
last testimonial apparently does not refer to the victims,
they are evidently officially considered not to have been
concerned in the proceedings at all. Finally, Lord Cromer
certifies that the Englishman in charge of the proceedings
is " a singularly humane man, and is very popular amongst
the natives of Egypt by reason of the great sympathy he
has always shewn for them." It will be seen that Parlia-
mentary Papers, Nos. 3 and 4, Egypt, 1906, are not lacking in
unconscious humor. The official walrus pledges himself in
every case for the kindliness of the official carpenter.

One man was actually let off, to the great danger of the
British Empire perhaps. Still, as he was an epileptic, and
had already had several fits in the court of Judge Lynch,
the doctor said Better not; and he escaped. This was very
inconvenient; for the number of floggees had been made
up solely to fill the time occupied by the hangings at the
rate of two floggings per hanging; and the breakdown of